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F. No. E-1901112025-ED
Government of India
Ministry of Food Processing Industrics
Panchshecl Bhawan, August Kranti Marg
New Delhi-110049

Date 24" December 2025
OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) in relation to the queries raised by the prospective
applicants during Pre-Bid meeting held on 23.12.2025 and reccived through emails on
the Request for Proposal (RFP) for the “Study to Determine Post-Harvest Losses of Agri-

Produce in India.-reg.

Reference is invited to the querics raised by the prospective applicants during the pre-bid
meeting held on 23.12.2025 through hybrid mode and querics reccived through cmails on the
Request for Proposal (RFP) for the “Study to Determine Post-Harvest Losses of Agri-Produce in

India.”

Replies to the querics raised in the pre bid meeting were given in the meeting itself. Further,
the querics received through email have been examined along with queries received in the pre bid
meeting by the Ministry in consonance with the Request for Proposal (RFP) for the “Study to
Determine Post-Harvest Losses of Agri-Produce in India and clarifications against the same are
provided in the form of frequently asked questions (I'AQs).

This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.

Encl: as above. e w
(Sandip Kote)

Director



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQS)

Para

Query

Suggestion/Answer

General Query on
Sample Size

eThe RFP does not

specify the
minimum sample size for the study.
Kindly clarify whether an indicative
sample size is prescribed or if bidders
should propose their own statistically
robust sampling design.

e The sample size for the study shall be at least
70,000.

e In previous study, the data for estimating post-
harvest losses was collected from 292 districts
covering 15 agro climatic zones. The sample
size is expected to be comparable to or larger
than that of the previous study.

e The study shall be based on primary data and
data collection will involve physical visits to
the target sample selected.

Para

9.5

Section 11
Evaluation
Criteria

of

Whether any relaxation has been
provided in  the  prescribed
qualification criteria for the Team
Lead under the study.

Whether any relaxation has been
allowed in the required number of
studies to be undertaken.

Whether the qualification of the
enumerator for conducting the
survey has been specified in the RFP.
If not, please clarify the required
qualification.

Whether submission of a completion
certificate is required from the
agency

Reconsider the evaluation weightage
to 80% for the technical score and
20% for the financial score instead of
the existing 70:30 split.

Experience to specified: Experience
in conducting surveys/ studies in the
post-harvest  of
processing of agro-products, food
processing, agriculture or allied
fields to be specified

agro-products,

eThe Team Lead is a key component of the
study; hence, no relaxation in qualification is
permitted. Considering the magnitude of the
study, experienced Team Lead and team
members are required.

e As the study is extensive, experienced Team
Lead and team members with experience in
similar studies are required.

eThe agency may decide the enumerator’s
qualification, subject to a minimum
requirement of graduation.

e Submission of a completion certificate of the
studies previously conducted by the agency is
required.

eNo changes in the evaluation weightage of
70:30 as prescribed in the RFP.

e Experience: Number of years of experience in
conducting surveys/ studies in the post-harvest
of agro-products, processing of agro-products,
food processing, agriculture or allied fields (as
mentioned in RFP)




Para 4 of Section
[1-Eligibility
Conditions

e Whether any relaxation has been

provided in the agency’s experience
requirement and in the minimum
turnover of 10 crore during the last
three financial years.

e Considering the importance and scale of the
study, adequate resources are required for its
timely and effective completion. Therefore, no
relaxation or enhancements is proposed in the
agency experience criteria and the turnover
requirement of 10 crore during the last three
financial years.

Para 4 of Section-
|

Whether a sampling
plan/methodology has been
proposed in the RFP and the number
of products to be covered under the
proposed study.

Whether seasonality is required to be
considered while selecting the

sample for the study.

e The previous study adopted a stratified
multistage random sampling method, and the
same methodology shall be followed for the
current study.

e The study will cover at least 54 products, and
additional products may also be included,
provided they fall within the agriculture and
allied sectors.

e Seasonality in the crop productions shall be
considered. For some crops grown more than
once in a year, the data of farm operation
shall be collected for each harvest season in
that year.

Para 2 and Para
5.1 of Section -I1

Whether the bid submission date has
been extended.

Please provide the prescribed format
of the Bank Guarantee (BG).

e No extension is proposed for the bid timelines.
The last date for submission of bids in GeM
is 06.01.2026.

e The Bank Guarantee (BG) may be submitted
in general and acceptable format.

Para 4 of Section 1

Whether a global comparison is
required to be undertaken as part of
the study.

* Yes, a global comparison is required as part of
the study based on secondary data analysis.
The study shall also examine international best
practices for reducing post-harvest losses.

General Query on

The RFP outlines multiple phases of

e The study shall be monitored at each phase by

Monitoring the study but does not clearly specify an Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC). The
Committee the monitoring mechanism. Kindly IMC shall be chaired by representative of
clarify how the progress of the study MoFPl and consist of members from
across various phases will be MoAFW, MoSPI, etc. along with experts from
monitored, including the review | other relevant Ministries/Departments etc.
process, milestones, and reporting or |e  Also, monitoring and review shall be taken
approval requirements at each stage. by the MoFPI from time to time as and when
required.
Joint Bids or | ¢ The RFP document does not mention | ® Joint Bids or Consortium partnerships are not
Consortium whether Joint Bids or Consortium permitted.

partnerships

partnerships are permitted. Given the




multidisciplinary nature of the
assignment involving field data
collection, value chain analysis,
policy research and
validation, we request to Kkindly
consider allowing JV/consortium
participation.

statistical

Section 1 —
Clause 6 — Penalt
Clause

Liquidated
error/variation and delay capped at
10% of Contract Value.

Clause on Service Level Agreement
(SLA) signing, liquidated damages,
etc to be modified and to be made

damages for

less stringent

Maximum Penalty Limit: The
maximum liquidated damages for
error/variation is specified as 10% of
the of the Contract value. It is
requested to consider the maximum
limit for liquidated damages to 5% of
the Contract value.

e No relaxation/ modifications on liquidated

damages or any clause in penalty clause 6
shall be allowed in the study.

The existing clause related to penalty shall be
followed as prescribed in RFP.

Concept Note

Whether any concept note is to be
submitted at the time of submission
of proposal by the agency.

Yes, a brief overview of the concept plan (2-3
pages) is to be submitted at the time of
submission of proposal. However, a detailed
concept note is to be submitted before
presentation of the agencies who qualified
eligibility conditions.

Payment schedule
and addition of
new clauses

Changes to be made in payment
schedule to allow more payment at
beginning stages of the study

Add new clause on termination by
consultant, etc. to be incorporated

No changes in payment schedule.

The penalty clauses as mentioned in Clause 6
shall be applicable and no new clauses will be
incorporated.
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